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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 10 December on the following amendment to motion moved by Hon Bruce Donaldson - 

That the following words be added to the end of the motion - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the Government is failing in its administration of 
the State of Western Australia. 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [4.46 pm]:  I am pleased to speak on the motion to amend the Address-
in-Reply on the failure of the Government to administer the State.  I will cover several subjects.  I will refer to 
the Government’s failure to administer the State and I will refer to the Government’s failure to divulge - the 
Government’s coalition partner, the Greens (WA), should take the blame for this as well - that it has failed to 
bring the Greens out of the closet.  The Greens were hoping to get a position in the ministry.  However, the 
Labor Party, on considering the portfolios, has not found a suitable portfolio for the Greens.   

I will also address the issue of law and order.  When I was growing up in Western Australia it was a safe place to 
live and people felt safe on the streets and in their homes.  However, as time has gone by, law and order 
problems, including breaking and entering, car theft and other crimes have escalated.  Problems have also arisen 
as a result of the September 11 incident and the Bali bombings.  These are areas of great concern.  As a Western 
Australian, I have had no fear of walking the streets until the past few years and because I now do, that is a 
failing of the Government’s administration.  It has failed to increase the number of police officers on the beat.  
That is a dreadful failing.  I do not get frightened on too many occasions.  However, on the night I entered 
Parliament to make my maiden speech, a vocal crowd greeted me on the steps of Parliament.  The Government 
failed in its duty because my colleagues and I were locked outside and hassled and jostled.  That was probably 
the first time that I experienced a little fear.  These issues must be addressed.  The Government’s primary 
function is to guarantee security for the people of this State.  We agree to pay the Government taxes to fund the 
services that Western Australians expect.  The Government has certainly been very remiss in that area.  I have a 
copy of a brochure that people can pick up from railway stations.  It is titled “Safety. Have your say.”  It states 
that Western Australian Government Railways is considering introducing new secure parking at train stations to 
improve personal safety and reduce theft from and vandalism to vehicles.  It lists the following railway stations: 
Currambine, Whitfords, Stirling, Warwick, Edgewater and Midland.  It goes on to state that for $1 a day from 
each patron who parks at a station it will be possible to turn a station car park into a secure area that will be 
patrolled by security personnel from 7.00 am to 9.00 pm on Mondays to Fridays.  I do not know why WAGR is 
producing this booklet to tell commuters that for a dollar a day it will be able to provide security.  If anyone 
should ever leave his car at a railway station he can bet his bottom dollar that it will be vandalised; something 
will go missing from it.  The number of cars stolen from railway car parks is unbelievable.  I would have thought 
that WAGR would automatically provide secure parking at railway stations.  It also has another proposal to 
convert one-half of each of the car parks into a secure area patrolled by security personnel from 7.00 am to 9.00 
pm on Mondays to Fridays.  Parking in a secure section would cost $1.80 a day and parking in the remaining 
area would be free but unpatrolled.  Obviously, that is where a person’s motor car would get knocked off.  Why 
would it come up with a brochure like this that asks people to direct any comments to the WAGR 
communication section?  Surely to God it knows that there is a problem and it should take the lead and do 
something about it.  It is dreadful to think that it has to conduct surveys all the time to find out the number of 
robberies.  It should just contact the railway police and find out how many cars are vandalised or stolen.  There is 
no need for surveys.  I would not be game to go into a railway car park at night to conduct a survey.  I would 
probably be mugged and have my pen and paper stolen!  The degree to which crime has escalated is 
unbelievable.  I often draw on my life experiences when I speak; however, I do not want to draw on a life 
experience now. 
Home security is another issue.  I have just bought a new house in Manning Road.  I will not say exactly where 
in case someone wants to rob me.  I bought the house from an Indonesian businessman.  I feel somewhat 
embarrassed about the house.  The house was used by the businessman’s daughter, who was attending university.  
It is not only secure, it is like Fort Knox.  Instead of having security screens over the sliding section of windows 
it has security screens over the whole windows!  It also has alarms inside the house.  The master bedroom has a 
steel security door.  I do not know why it was put there.  My wife could lock me out!  People are very security 
conscious.  Every bedroom in my house has deadlocks.  When I first bought the house everything was set to lock 
as a person left the house.  On my first day in the house I went to the letterbox without my keys.  The door 
locked behind me and it took a locksmith and me all day to get back into the house.  I am talking about security 
and the lack of police officers on the streets.  It is an issue that we must address. 
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Members may not be aware that my car had its back window punched in while it was parked in the Parliament 
House car park.  It was parked directly under a lamppost only 27.5 metres from the security lookout.  My 
personal computer, briefcase and tape recorder were stolen.  My Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra compact discs 
went with them.  It was a sad affair; however, I know the songs off by heart, so that is okay at this stage!  That 
happened in the car park at Parliament House in Western Australia.  I went into the security office and said, “My 
car’s been broken into.”  The security officer said, “Where is it?”  I said, “Straight out there in front of you.”  He 
said, “It couldn’t be.”  I said, “Well, do you see the car without the window and all the broken glass?” 
Hon Dee Margetts:  Where was this? 
Hon FRANK HOUGH: In the Parliament House car park. 
Hon Dee Margetts:  When? 
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  On Wednesday, three to four weeks ago.  My car had black tape over the windows, so 
nobody would have been able to see what was in the back of the car.  The PC was on the floor in the back of the 
car.  Now when I walk out of Parliament House to my car I carry my PC.  The next thing is that I will be taken 
for an old lady and a thief will roar past me, grab it from me and do a runner.  I have great problems now when I 
go out to my car; I always wonder what will happen.  The first thing I do is look at my car and then look around 
the car park to see what is happening.  I am talking about the car park at Parliament House, Mr President.  I find 
that a bit of a problem.  I suggest the security of this place be upgraded.  We can laugh about a PC, a brief case 
and some Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and ELO CDs being stolen; however, we do worry about muggings.  I do 
not know whether any member of Parliament has given that any thought since the Bali bombing and the events 
of September 11.  I have a bit of a problem wandering out to the car park now; I always look around there now 
with fearful expectations.  If members have ever had their house robbed or if they have ever been mugged, they 
will know that it has a lasting effect on them.  It is of great concern to me that I hear a great number of police 
cars involved in chases roar up and down Manning Road where I live.  

The Police Force says that it has 5 000 officers but, unfortunately, they are not all frontline officers.  Now that 
the DNA Bill has been passed by this Parliament, I believe the new DNA procedure will add another hour to the 
time it takes to deal with an arrested person.  God knows how many arrests there are in Perth every day, but the 
police now must add an hour to each arrest.   

I will quote an article from The West Australian of Tuesday, 12 November headed “Chief wants purge of office 
work” -  

Hundreds of police are desk-bound and swamped with paperwork, idle and long-term sick leave or off 
duty during busy crime periods, says Perth’s top police officer 

And Assistant Commissioner . . . Tim Atherton says this is leaving Perth without the police service it 
deserves. 

Mr Atherton said there were not enough police doing basic frontline work such as responding to the 
public’s calls for help. 

He goes on to say -  

Officially, we have 84 officers who are on long-term sick leave  . . .  

The Western Australian Police Union of Workers claims the lack of police available for tasking to respond to 
public calls for help endangers the public and leaves officers without backup. 

These are deficient areas in our police system.  That leads me to the next question: what are police officers 
doing?  They are either on sick leave or on holidays or are desk jockeys.  This is a failing of the Government.  
That leads me to the next question: what do police officers do?  From a recent experience, I can tell you, Mr 
President, that it takes two police officers and a motor vehicle to deliver a restraining order.  Two grown men 
come to the door, knock and say, “Mr Brown - 

Hon Giz Watson:  It could have been Mr Hough. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It could have been.  One of the policemen said, “I have a restraining order application.”  
While they were there, I said, “What’s in that bundle?”  He said, “We only have another 26 to deliver.”  I said, 
“You’re joking.”  He said, “No, that will probably carry on till tomorrow night.  We also have a couple of 
warrants and a couple of summonses to deliver.”  I said, “What about police work?”  He said, “We get called to 
robberies in the interim, but most of our time is taken up delivering summonses and restraining orders.” 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 4259.] 
 


